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Say NO

to violence

GIRLS ARE BECOMING
VICTIM OF BRUTAL
SEXUAL VIOLENCE. WE
HAVE TO MAKE INDIA

SAFER FOR WOMEN o ‘ A
& \ <
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, TH G ITUA e, U HHTS ST U 9T il GeT 3N
AT T & WA o W TS oA ¢ | -2 gAY wo
HIET WS 791 81 A6 & | 39 U ahl U & | g6 9e
TR ST & I i ohl il €T ohed W SIga ST aht oTgTs
aT Tt ¥ | U1 € Ueh WU §, Sfearat gt &, GeEe
A, TN ¥ FgEA T aS A AR Arehday o9 | e —
AR ¥ Aginal SiX ufeetreli & fog smwremh wwrst
AT, ST chl ST ohi fG9T H Ugell shed 1

AAfehT T A ATeRTH IS 8 @ ¥ | WiKa gt g §
Tfgemel o foTu Tedt SRfara 29T o HiN U¥ |iHw S ¥
T & H AT Taed WSy & | ¥ gt gfven § ovw
| YRd ST 3 38 U &1 aMH 9 39 & [ 8,
AfRT 1 GE <@ @ ¢ ool 3K Afgemsli W &&iY
TR, U IS, TATeh bl Terel U UaTeh
T TN ¥ TH-HIUR HI A6 |IeA HY HGA STt
ST o T ST g1, I WAl ohi IHER oY fear |
FRTATA TS (HTST-Tee UTer aTeit Yo §HaT ) i
TH el o AT hg (oAl deh SATehTY hid oh o1g SHeh!
T91E T T S T | TWeh S1E S g1 9E A AT oY
T | AATGRINAT hl T & AT Teh TSR &t oh
A A SerE eRTet | SifeRT OX 39T § sfewr @t =

We speak world listens
FRIENDS

We grow with dream to make our life, our society and
/ our country beautiful and better. As we grow our
dreams grow, expands and become collective. And
thus fight to make a better place, keeps alive and
 kicking. We have dream that girls should be safe,
’ happy and grow in cheerful-vibrant surroundings. They
" should become powerful. It is crystal clear, if we want
to save humanity then our society should be free from
crimes against children especially girls and women.
Sadly we are terribly failing to achieve this. India has
become most unsafe country for women in whole world.
Recently Thomson Reuters Foundation.in its survey
declared that India is most dangerous place for women,
though Indian government has refuted this survey, but
reality is before us. Aimost daily we hear gruesome
incidents like Kathua of violence on girl child.

-

\More horrifying was when group of people
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associated with political right wing party came openly
in support of rapist. But there was huge uproar across
the country and people including children came to
street demanding justice for Asifa. We, as Rainbow A
Homes children also joined the protest across the
country. Government announced death penality in
Rape cases against girl child. There were strong voices
against this move as apprehensions were raised thatit {l
will worsen then situation and girl child will be killed i
after the sexual assault. Especially when we know 1
conviction rate in cases related to POSCO (protection ‘
of children from sexual offence) act is dismally low.
Culprits are roaming free, they are not afraid of rule of
law. As a result daily we are hearing horrifying cases of
sexual violence on girl child.

We strongly strongly condemn violence. Our dream
is of save, secured, equal, discrimination free society.
Safe society is our right and we will fight for it. Are you |
ready Friends...Let s march on.
WE SHALL FIGHT,

WE SHALL WIN!!

e
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Kabita Mondal
Class-XIl, 18 vears
Loreto Rainbow Home,
Dharamtala, Kolkata
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BEGINNING
a New Life

uja lost her father when she was five years old.
\ After losing her father, her mother used to
pick the rags from the streets and arranged food.
< Sometimes Puja accompanied her mother in
rag picking. They didn’t have shelter, they
lived onfootpath,not having enough food to
' ‘ kill the hunger. One day her mother became
sick. She didn’t have money for her treat-
ment. To arrange money for her mother’s
‘ treatment, Puja one day alone went for rag
picking. And that day one incident hap-
pened with her which totally destroyed
\ her life. She was raped. She was brought to
a hospital by a lady who found her on the
street. She was bleeding badly. After her re-
‘ covery, she asked that lady to take her to her
7\ mother. But she was unable to tell the proper
_— ‘ address to her as she had no home.
One day she was also sold to a man. Puja
felt that place was not safe for her. So, she
escaped and came to same footpath where
she lived with her mother. She didn’t find her
mother there.A local person informed her about
her mother’s death due to illness. Puja started
roaming here and there. She lost all hopes about
her life. But there is god who always helps the
needy. She reached to a lady who helps the persons
who are in need.
Puja was taken to Loreto Rainbow Home
where she started a new life. She got a safe
shelter, adequate food and found her
mother in the caregivers home.
Puja received so much love and
care which she never expected.
She was admitted in school.Puja is
doing well in studies. She wants to
\ B B be a good person in future and wants
— ‘ . N N— y to work for the Rainbow Kids. She also
' ‘ like to create education opportunities for
all so that they become self-dependent and
self-sustained. The message that she wants to give
is about how to cope with the difficulties in the life

that she faced in her past. @
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TAR AT UARTI |IHATY, ST,
&g, favmet, |, SRearoit H g
= 9T A Iedte fawa T qut &t
TETUR HeaT faeter T gevey foram)

W Ho/favne /qan: afee &
faemw =@t f&ar 9 gfg g €1
THF FAT HTOT &2
wguit: afeerdl & faers 99 fea &
gfg & 1 *% wru § | 919 g,
T4, qTehd, TARM AR difed & gfd
A1 39% HD HRUT § | ASHT T
A Iedied ¥ Fe T &N HAT AT
TR afg Icdied e & a1 STaeh!
qfera iR =Teeeansd ¥ ueg ol
=few | stfyuraen, foemhi SR o=
AN g, o W e W) # F,

s anma mwa ae (G1r1S should protect
v e i swe  themselves from all

3T B W TR Fl fehdr

SR types of abuses
ASH &% AfHR R § | Afirw

AT § | ASHT 3R ASfHal & U™

T foET & fo aEd & ST ¥ Our Child journalists Somanth, Deva, Bapu,
wfeha frem SR STEshar & H9E § Vishal, Sanjana, Kalyani, Durga interviewed Pune
g%?gm& Ei_;ﬂ ;&qﬂ%ﬂiﬁ City Mayor Mukta Tilak on Child Sexual Abuse.
e
;T:;'gf EWT;“__{:? * iﬁf # ST ¢ A Sanjana / Vishal / Deva:-Sexual violence has in-
: ng ls‘«r Rl creased against the girl'child? What are the reasons
forit? )

W =g/ GET: I B AT Mayor: There are many reasons for the increase in
TN & U ST e AT sexual vielence.Some of the reasons are sexual plea-
W =TT ? sure,anger,power,psychopathy and attitudes towards
HETGI: =4 YA 1 o B gol the victim. But a girl should protect herself from
TR AEfhal & fore agd 9w ® | F=i abuse.She should be aware about such abuse.In case
qferw qm & (el ferfer i ; an abuse occurs you should take the help of police,
ST € | ATl FHmr € | e | Childline.Share it with people you trust such as par-
ﬁ aﬁaa ) %ﬁ[é jﬁw Tﬁiﬁ; ents and teachers.

;ﬂw wn%%ggﬁﬁ ok ol N Kalyani / Durga: Why are girls treated differ'ently?
foTT A ST ST ¥ Mayor: In the 21st century we all have equal rights

-
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Roval Valmiki
Class 4th B
S.D. Public School,
New Delhi

as girls and boys.There is gender
equality where both boys and girls
have-access to equal opportunities
for their growth and development
but due to lack of education and
awareness we often become victims
to different forms of abuse. We as S AV E M Y C I TY
girls should be aware about our

rights for our safety and protection

..+ and should exercise those rights Save my City — Save my City
.= that have been given to us. Make it pollution free
= e, Please do not cut trees
N Bapu -/ Somanth: What steps And shine its beauty
should be.taken to make our city
safe? We need fresh breeze

Mayor: In comparison to other cit-
ies Pune City is quite safe for girls,
as the police here is sensitive.People
are educated and aware, there is
gender equality. City can be made

So plant more and more trees
Trees make clear air
Do not burn crackers, it is not fair

RAINBOW SATHI ® Yoial Teft @ BondS” ard @ QuuiletiCum g ® S;5%3ne =od @ (F3aET Mt

safe for women by providing equal Don’t fell garbage here and there
opportunities in education,creating Put it into the dustbin

jobs which gives equal wages for Make my city neat and clean
equal work and giving legal rights to

women to reduce their dependence It is our noble duty

on men for financial support. Save my City - Save City.

S
&
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Nagalaxmi, a child journalist from Asritha Rainbow
: . Home interviewed two children of APMWS Rainbow home

What was the reason for your coming 3k I7ell 70 # 31T T T a8

. 3 @7
to Rainbow Homes? e e

& When I was with my family, I did not attend e e e
Shah. school. We faced many problems in my child-  wm e wen) # @ =ga o o, @1 &
10" std hood. My father passed away when I was very i 5 ¢ #ii¥ i & o1 Tt < @
AEMWS ome; young and we lived with my Grandfather. My =~ T l! WA I AW I | S T
hydrabad 1 T o | T e ot AU A T

elder brother didn't take care of me. Actually —“or — e o oES S
nobody cared about me. However, after I came to APMWS T o 3 ry

developed interest in studies.

:ﬁm g feret fam et foreRTe Bt E,

. . T AT R ?

.If you face any violence, what will you do to stop i e e e 10
it? =Y, SISi i HEE il =fey, TSIE i
We should call Child line 1098, take support from the elders. @R &l =fen | fiF & o % ferd ww
We shall also inform our neighbours. We shall approach ﬁmﬁﬁmﬂﬁmﬁ'

nearby police station or else dial 100 police helpline. If I see 2 1 voet e R e g
a police person nearby, I will approach him or her. In case femra B & 11 2 weS wke-te & =R,

of any health emergency, we should first use should use R 9T % STeudre o ST =1MET 41 108
first-aid, then take to nearby hospital or we can call on 108 R R et Fh UIetd el ot e
number for ambulance. %R" FETR S 5

?
Is there equality between boys and girls? TurS! ¥ creshi o Tl 1 SRR Bl gt
No. Girls and boys in this society should be given equal 1 R | <fehet T Ere e | STeehT hi

rights. More respect is given to male because he is considered ¥ ?"ﬁ?ﬂ = wj:rm ST W“;
as earr}ing member. Regar@ing fema‘le, she is considere'ed as Wf. ﬁm ‘aﬁrs = ii'wﬁ%qg?m %)
financial burden as dowry is to be given to her at the time of TIRTR A TS F e ¥

marriage. In society, girls are not treated equally in any fields. =& wwen s §1

~
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Why should we not marry girls at a
very young age?

Girls should be married only after attaining
the age of 18. Marrying them at very young age
will affect her mentally. Girls face many prob-

Ashwini
10th Std lems in their household affairs and health wise
ﬁ;m‘;‘:oi:°me' also. They will not be able to study and hence

can't do any job. She will become economically
dependent on the husband. If any problem comes, her life will
get disturbed as she haven’t had full education or learned any
skill to live an independent life. Then by conceiving at a very
young age girls have to face many problems especially on their
health. Their organs will not be fully developed. During and
after delivery also they have to face many issues— financially
as well as in bringing up the child.

What would you do to make yourself proud in this

generation?

Girls should study well. If a girl studies well, she gets good
respect from the society. If she achieves her goals it will make
her feel proud. If I study well, I also will earn the respect and
feel pride. Girls should follow the advice of the elders in stud-
ies and making decisions. I feel very proud that I participated
in Rangoli competition conducted at APMWS. If equal rights
are given to the women in this society, all girls will do further
better and become contributing citizens.

\*
ALL GIRLS SHOULD STUDY WELL

T U 3 | TgfeRal et 9Ial
Il & hTT e ?

TSRl i I 18 T Hi W H
IS & I T AR BR FH 0 o
E <A A1 AR feATT &9 & FH1H
TR ISl | Aefhal ot ufar |
f¥ehcil o1 GEAT HET e § SR
AT Hed o o o | 5 3 Ter
XTI | 98 AR &9 9§ o794 ufd
T 1R W 7| R FE g

S 7 1 STkt fSielt oTed-oud
St € FFiifer 9% | @t T ferat gt
T R T & SUF g et feet
S & fau 1E Five & 2a1 ¥ | oga
FH Y H T o9 9 ¥ off 5 g
et & 1 ek SfEE ST O e |
foerfira &1 20 B 1 7 o4 % wHa
R R =18 & R H off gfteeed wdt
F | s= I AeH-TTe o gt
B R

319 39 S | THT T Tl
TSTE 3TTUhT Gg WX TTe & Heh ?
ARl FI TI T&T1 AT | 3R
A Iel-forat & @ 38 e
A e 81 fR 5@ 98 o1 s
%1 IS T oA © d T TEgH
HIA T 1 SR F o0 9@ o g3 o
T fHerm SR 78 e g
el #1 Te Y hee o § e
=t oft geTg oA =Ifel | YE 3 9
R e ¥ T H7 el gfaenfia &
few T | svR wfgensti &1 99m
AferepR fau e & o FrTies & dR

TR SRR ANEH 2 Fehl |
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Hureeh —eue I8 thaen fwan for Tenfam ogwt @
S it ST ¢ dlfeh o T oot feh 3N & =
STuTel W RN form & W ¥, ol onfer 3 31y &g W E |
3Gk 9 U Y 79 Araeiid st ST |

e & f1aH A &7 wrewt I97T, Hddl sik faop! 4
foem iR 8 qoger HEA & fowg | == a5t /A
AR T S T= 12 | 18 % U % B § o T WL o AT
FH T | STh! Saea T @

TSHI & 3T Zl [GQTHE: qTa=T 41 gt & 7

Toll: MMS @7 R @ S 18 91t & § o aefwdl &
ofa rgerelt sTehfia & i &1 < dSHl Ht e o
SR Y9 R 91d Bl § | i & & %9 § MMS
1 off ==l e &1 SEia i g gaq Sated of S §
o 3 TH-TR & WY B T TR H R S © 1T H
B Tdl- dfeadl & WY TH T o TAd HH HIA T S
?

oIS 41 59 g & PI5H FA & 7

L[dcl: 919 TSH B BN ¥, Ik U HIJ HH HE I TEl
B Aot o ¥ % IR § WrEw o S § | 39 e 9
I% I BLehd A ol ScdTied hidl § |

37l TSt B AEHT TS T Greld &7

ora: 9 wHa oo 34 oieh! % WY faw Yo & o) |
I & ST § i SH AT Ud H TS R AT STehedl
Bt 7

T T30 T & WD FThT T AAGHT gieit & ?
faIehY: Tresh SRR 39 aXE 1 Yegeel HieH, difedl @
% WIE A § FAIh I Iafeid &l S € |

FqT 3¢ UHT 19 &7 4 ST 7@l oIt 7

fepT: su T e femm stem 2 & Safee 3= THl e
FH H AL A T I A O Bl Th SR BRI §
Fif H 30 THI TSH GE hl W O FR F IR H ©
Grem @ T

MMS and Porn videos are
inciting crime

Editor -We decided to have dialogue with adoles-
cent boys to find out why boys are getting involved
in sexual crimes against girls. There is need to have
direct communication with them.

Shivam from Patna met with three boys (Raja,
Shravan and Vickey) to discuss on the topic “sexual
crime” . They shared what moves inside boys mind
and WHY-- Why there is so much feeling of violence
in boys?

Raja: Watching MMS boys of 18 years and above
get sexually attracted toward girl and tend to commit
sexual crime. When two boys gossip with each other
they usually discuss sex and in that reference they also
talk about MMS. Along with it they also get so much
excited that they start doing sex among themselves
only whereas some boys try to do with small girls.

Why boys do such type of crime?

Shravan: When boys are free and have no work
to do then only they think about sex. This type of
thought brings pleasure to them along with a feeling
of doing sex.

If a small girl is seen on the road at night then what a
boy think about her?

Shivam: At that time a boy generally think of doing
sex with that girl as she is alone at night on the street.
That's how crime happens.

What is the mental condition behind doing such type
of sexual crime?

Vickey: Boys generally do such type of sexual crime

as they use to watch porn videos which fill them with

excitement.

Do they fear in doing such activity?
At that time there mindset is completely different.
They do not fear in doing such crime activity..
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discuss about

What is the full fo
PROTECTION OF CHIL
OFFENSES ACT

How many sections are the
There are 46 sections.

What Police was done in Asifa cas
Firstly FIR was lodged then Police investiga
held then Charge sheet issued in the court. Supz

Court shifted this case to Chandigarh for fair
trial as locally there was huge resentment. Reli-
gious sentiments were raised and there was fear
of violence. After Asifa’s matter a law was made
that if a girl who is less than 12 years is raped
then that victim will get penalty .

What is the problem in getting Justice
om the court?

itude. Illiteracy is the most important reason
with it behaviour of society and family
esponsible. Taboo is there that if we

en bad name will come to family.

if they will not support then how
ustice. Parents are required to take
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! opportunities. 6 members volunteered themselves to be
\:" few| o S0 THE A AT TR ofphe i’ the agenda is being taken forward.

TRy Round Table in Hyder:
Organized by
P §  Rainbow Homes Program - ARUN

Rainbow Foundation India
Balyamitra Network

On Street children day Demand for
just and equatible policies

n the occasion of International Street Children Day
,Balyamitra Network convened a round table con-
ference on 12th April, at Sundaraiah Vignana Kendram
Hyderabad.Around 100 people from around 30 organiza-
tions attended it including Child Rights and Human Rights
activists,staff and children of Rainbow homes. Prominent
among the guests were Prof. Rama Melkote, Mr. Venkat
Reddy from MVF and Mr. Jeevan Kumar, President P
man Rights Forum, Telangana .All share ir
experiences and described the depri-
vations they had undergone on s ets.;
They demanded for reaching out to
remaining 26,500 children counted
street situations in Hyderabad. UN
consortium in the year 2017 made
a general comment on the situation
of street children declaring out the
following 4 principles to be followed b
the Governments and Society.

Y
|

A

\

1. Commit to equality, 2. Protect every child, 3. Provide

access to services, 4. Create new solutions. All opined tha
still more concerted efforts are needed to put pressure on

the Government fo mobilizing more budgetary allocations
for the welfare of these children. It was proposed to form a
working group out of the attendees and lobby with the Gov-
ernment for the child entitlements like issuance of Birth,
Aadhar, Community and Nativity certificates.Due to lac

of theses certificates children are suffering badly by losi
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D.Mounika, 1st [nter,
CEC.Telugu Medium,

Aashray Balatejassu
Rainbow Home, Hyderabad

SINCERE EFFORTS
NEEDED TO STOP
SEXUAL VIOLENCE!

Sexual violence means
committing an offence
of sexual nature against any
person. In India women are
often subjected to such kind
of violence. Women and girls
are afraid of going to college,
schools and offices, and even
outside of the home. Boys
harass the girls in the name
of love. If the girls reject the
boy’s proposal of so-called
love they mercilessly attack
girls with acids, even killing
them brutally. Such incidents
are reported daily in the
mainstream media. Women
are trafficked in the guise of
employment. All girls and
women are prone to violence,
irrespective of their age.
India got freedom in
1947 but women in
India are yet to get
freedom.

Ironically, despite
this hue and cry about
human trafficking, many
political leaders, people’s

representatives and bu-
reaucrats have been found
involved in such activities.
Due to their involvement,
no genuine and necessary
action is being taken against
the human traffickers.

Gandhi ji once said that,
“We can say that India has
attained freedom only when
we will be able to make sure
that a woman can reach
home safely even in the
midnight” Obviously, if we
want to achieve that situa-
tion in India than a lot need
to be done.

We shall encourage
women to participate in
all sectors. Society should
condemn violence against
women. Government should
take appropriate action
against the culprits. Po-
lice administration should
protect and respond to the
women positively whenever
a woman is in any sort of
threat. Many laws have been
enacted in recent times, now
Government should provide
necessary mechanism to
implement these laws.
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=) We cannot:ear injustice, we will raise our voice..Hyderabad Rain

protested at mother Teresa statue, Secundarabad.

) [ : Xt -
o f an ol . /e of .
- . . 3 .
:)dquerabad.chlldren stood in solidarity of Asifa is I‘IAe,: ((::Ih"dren "
Nnd raised voice against Unnao rape case also -

P
ade post
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SILEN

< Bangaluru Rainbow children joined their voice which is coming from across the country—We

want safety

> we cant be just spectator of injustice, we

want to fight for justice...

We lani Jp Sloi
Juslice '
for Y

Kaffua Unns

Vielim

(1piSpie
b S € nck e §
< Need of the hour—we all should joi

confidence is shattered when we hear
this kind of brutal violence

| Does aymher !
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n hands and say in one word —Say No to violence
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Q: What does POCSO act means?
This is an abbreviation of Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences act. In our constitution
right for the safety for children is enshrined but
in our penal system there was no law for crimes
“against children. Hence later policy makers
realized that we need a specific law for children
because many sexual offences are committed
inside the’boundary walls of house by mostly
known and on times by unknown persons. In this
law children mean the boys and girls below 18
years. Thus, this law is especially for the children
below 18 years.
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ALL ABUSES SHOULD BE
REPORTED IMMEDIATELY

Vandana Sharma is an advocate practicing criminal matrimonial law since 1998.
She was working at Tees Hazari courts in Delhi till 2011. After that she worked in Saket
courts from 2015 to 2018 as legal aid counsel in mahila court. She also worked as a
remand advocate. In 2018 she joined child welfare committee, in which she is cur-
rently posted at Kalkaji. Excerpts from her interview done by Summi Munir:

Q: Why conviction rate is so low?

Conviction rate is low as you know this is related to
the children. Generally sexual violence happens in
very secluded places. Sexual offences like rape do not
happen in a crowed place. So not many people are

in position to see that. Such incidents happen either
within the family, or in school, hospital or at any other
place vulnerable for a small child. We have also seen
in recent time there is no age leniency as we have
seen victims as young as just 8 months or 1 year old.
Problem is, such victims are unable to comprehend
whatever has happened with them. For conviction
the testimonies are very importantso is the statement

\
ew)
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of the victim. Now since the victims are so young,
innocent and vulnerable, they don’t know what to
say, how to express because they are just a child. The
conviction depends on the statement of the child or
the victim. For a victim recalling the episode is tough
and it is like revisiting the whole trauma of sexual
violence all over again. Moreover, many people don't
report the incident. Many a times child is unable to
say. How can a small child explain? It is very —very
difficult for a prosecution to take the statement of
the child. But, if there is no trial or statement and

no reporting is done, then there is obviously no
conviction. That is why conviction rate is so low.

Q: What is general attitude of investigating
agencies, especially police?

Nowadays, especially in the metro cities the police
is very sensitive. The department tries to create a
special juvenile police unit in each police station.
All work in such cases is mostly done by the female
personnel. The enquiry and approach are all done
by police personnel in plain cloths so that kids don’t
get uneasy with the uniform and remain generally
unaware of any police presence. But this type of
sensitivity among police force is not there in rural
areas. A very special training is needed to handle a
child. In bigger metros such trainings are given to
the police staft. But overall figure is unfortunately
very low for the whole country. They do
investigation merely as described in POCSO ACT.
First and foremost, reporting of all such incidents is
very essential to catch the culprits.

Q: How much supportive are courts?

All district courts in Delhi are now equipped with
special witness rooms for vulnerable victims. The
norms for this have already been prescribed by the
High Court of Delhi. Such rooms are child friendly
and work as one-stop point for all requirements
pertaining to the case. It is also ensured that the
victim doesn’t have to come face to face with the
accused. In recording such witnesses no officer-
police, legal or judicial has to be in uniforms.

All support is given to the kid in a very friendly
atmosphere. Ideally, there has to be a special POSCO.
court in every court with special staff, judges and all.
They also need to close the case at the earliest.

\«

Q: Howimportant is counselling

process?

It is very important at every level right from the
moment incident comes to light. Victim should
be immediately confined to a person whom

he or she is most comfortable with. Then the
noting down of the incident should start with
thee help of that person. In our country rape

is often seen by family of the victim as loss of
honour. It needs to be changed. All support is
needed for the kid. Here counselling helps. On
many occasions, people and family around are
unable to bring the child out of trauma, then
trained counsellors are needed to handle the
situation.

Q: How should family of victim deal

with issue?

Firstly, we must change our mind towards
sexual offences. Rape is a violent criminal attack
on a helpless person. There should be no victim-
shaming. Normally, when sexual offences are
committed, we start blaming the victim. We
must change our attitude toward this. Don’t-ask
too many questions. Don’t let victim recall the
incident again and again. In cases of child sexual
abuse, mostly the culprits are persons closely
known to the victim or are family members
themselves. Hence the victims need support
and safety. For the victims from economically
weaker background, family will also need
financial support to deal with the whole episode
and bring the child back to normal life. That
should be taken care of by the state.

Q: Will death penalty help, or it would

be more dangerous?

It is a debated issue. Regarding death penalties,
there are multiple views in the world. Many
countries have abolished the death penalty,
while some countries have more cruel and
brutal punishments. What we need is a strict
and timely legal system. No doubt that rapists
are dangerous for the society. Death penalty is
given in rarest of rare cases.:Moreover, in our
legal system, death penalties are always to be
ratified by higher courts.
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COUNSELING FOR KIDS IS MUST

Interview of Ms. Varsha, State coordinator, Anti child labor and trafficking project, Dept of
Labor, Govt of T.S. by B.Parvati — XII and T.Madhuri, X class, Medibavi Home, Hyderabad

A How does abuse happen?

In 83% cases, abusers are known persons.
They make friendship with the children buy
them things of their liking. In the conver-
sation, they start touching the private parts
of the children. The child knows what he is

doing but doesn’t object to him out of fear.

A What is the general attitude of
investigating agency especially po-
lice?
Children have a feeling that if they complain,
they would not be believed as they are small
Secondly, they are dependent on elders and
don’t have freedom and knowledge to go to
police and complain and hence lose the drive
of complaining.

Generally, abusers tend to create a fear in
the victim child saying that if

Actually the process of getting justice has to go
through so many stages :

A How much supportive is the counsel-
ing process:
When children share with the parents, they,
instead of listening to the child, start finding fault
with the child itself. They cross question the child
saying why she had gone there, she could have
runaway. Instead, parents should take the child into
confidence and tell that it is not her fault and pat
her for telling out. Child will be in a trauma after
such bad incident and reported people should try
to keep her happy and divert her thinking from
that incident. Take her to child counselor assuage
her feelings. Counseling is very much needed
which makes the child normal and get her back to
her past condition.

Teachers also should tell about

you tell anybody, he would kill
her .Out of fear, children get
dissuaded from complaining.
Police look for evidence and
without it, they won't book a
case. In these cases, evidence
can’t be shown unless the
victim is examined medically.
Police generally tend to favor
the elders with an assumption
that children lie.

Child

A How much supportive
are the courts? Environ-
ment, questions?

Most CSA cases go unreport-
ed in India .India is developing
on all fronts, but incidences of
CSA are increasing day by day.
When Police or court give
some strict punishment ,there
will be a lot of publicity and
condemnations all over but
after a gap, again the incidents

£/

Sexual
Abuse |l

*

i

Parents/Teachers/Adults

R

Courts

what is good touch and bad
touch and how to escape from
such situations.

A How family of victims
sustain?

Family of Victims will also be

in a traumatic condition. They
should come out of it and lodge
a complaint with the Police. They
should listen to the child version
in free flow way and believe it.
They must lodge a complaint in
the police station without think-
ing on the lines of loss of fam-
ily pride. As a solution to this,
complaint can lodged and can be
kept secret.

A

)

A Why conviction rate is
low ?

Police are not registering the
compliant seriously. In the FIR
and charge sheet, they try to

tavor the perpetrator taking
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bribes from them or under some other

influence. Courts go by evidence, which
in most of the cases, victim fail to produce.
There would be a lack of support from the
family members as court proceedings are
time taking and go for a long period of
time. Showing less interest or not attend-
ing to court dates or compromising with
the accused would result in acquittal of the
accused.

A How dangerous is the death
penalty?

if a person see happening of the CSA, one
should stop it there itself as societal moni-
toring and reaction would be more effec-
tive than statutory. People should admon-
ish not only in case of their blood relatives
but also for any other child victim. Focus
should be more on Prevention than post
action. Fast track Courts be initiated to
expedite the verdict.

Recently cabinet passed order giving
death penalty in case of rape of children
below 12 years. Death penalty would be
grave as every human being has a right
to live and chance to repentance and self
modification is denied . There is an appre-
hension that ,this would lead to rape fol-
lowed by murder. Hence, it would further
aggravate the situation.
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Durga Shetty
Age: 14 years, Std: 9th, Pune

THERE IS NO OTHER PLACE
LIKE RAINBOW HOME

hen | was 8 years old my
mother put me in a hostel

since she could not care for me and
it was not safe for me to live on the
street.l did not like many things at
that hostel, | was beaten up by the
staff on many occasions, but | nev-
er disclosed about it to my mother.
One day they locked me up in the
bathroom because | took longer
time to have a bath and got late for
the school. | was really scared. | felt
very lonely and there was no light in
the bathroom.It was all dark. | was
kept there for one hour. After this
incident | didn’t want to stay in the
hostel but | did not share this inci-
dent with anybody out of fear.

When | went home for summer
vacations | informed about the
incident to my mother who then
told me that she will not force her
to stay in a place which she does
not like.She brought me to Rain-
bow Home,my sister was already
in Rainbow Home and | was hap-
py to come to Rainbow home. In
Rainbow Home | feel safe and free.
Here nobody beats any child. Here
all of us live as sisters.| get to eat
stomach full,l get all the things that
| require.l am even a part of sum-
mer camp where we are taken for
outings. There is no other place like
Rainbow Home.

RAINBOW SATHI @ Yofal Hieft @ Bondes” ard @ QruileiGum sm58) @ Sreee b ® (T3] T

RAINBOW SATHI ® Yoial Tieft @ SondS” ard @ QuuiletiCum s @ S;xedne =od @ (FRaET M




RAINBOW SATHI ® Yorat @reft ® BowdS” ard @ QuuietiCum s @ S;felee od @ (FZET NI gsﬂ

<
e

\&

RAINBOW SATHI ® YoTar 3reft @ BondeS” ard @ QuuilsiCum 8165 @ ofesee wod @ (T3] 1| ¢

Srabanti Roy Chowdhury

Class-XIl, 18 years
Shantirani Rainbow Home,
Kolkata
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No one hears the
cry of a helpless girl

child has come to this world with lots of hope.

Every parent wants to see their child becoming a
doctor or an engineer in future.They gather resources
to give their child best education. A child is taught that
a teacher is a guardian and most respectful person after
his or her parent. But when the teacher spoils a child’s
life, then?

A child was admitted to a reputed English medium
school for her best education. After few months her
parents noticed deterioration in her health. Soon they
consulted to a doctor who revealed that their child
was sexually abused at school. Parents were shocked to
hear this news. They complained to the school but the
school denied. Her parents became puzzled. They didn’t
understand how to react at this situation. They raised
the voice and got support from the other guardians and
complained to Police Station. But nothing happened.
Police caught the culprit but after a certain time, he was
released. Now the offender is moving freely without any
guilt feeling. But the child didn’t get any justice.Some-
times parents hesitate to talk with their children about
sexual abuse and exploitation. They feel it will affect the
normal emotional growth of their child. But every child

should be aware i
about the good and 7
bad touch. 54
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Citizen Journalists Subhashree Paul (18) and Nazma Khatoon (18) from %
Sealdah Rainbow Home(Class-Xll) talk to Mr. Partha Sarathi Das, Legal
cum Probation Officer, DCPU regarding child abuse cases.

'Why conviction rate is so low in child

There are several reasons for this .It has
been observed that most of the child
sexual abuse had taken place within
child’s own home or by an own relative.
So to protect the family name, family
members don’t lodge complaint. if they
manage to lodge a complaint, thereis a
tendency to withdraw it.Sometimes they
withdraw the complaint due to political
pressure or the accused family had given
lots of money to the victim’s family.

hat is general attitude of
investigating agencies, especially

Generally, the police needs to deal this
kind of case very sensitively. And in every
police station there is a police officer
called Child Welfare Officer whois a
trained person to deal child sexual abuse
cases. CWO used to handle these cases

with civil dress. In every police station has

a child friendly corner.

How much supportive are courts ?

Yes, courts are playing supportive role to
these cases. But court only believes the
evidence produced there. In between if
somebody changes it then responsibility
doesn’t come to the court.

How much supportive is counselling
process ?

In child sexual abuse cases, providing
counselling support to the child is very
important. DCPU gives this service to the
children. DCPU sends social worker or
counsellor to counsel the child as well as
the family members.

How does family of victim sustain ?

If any family lodge a complaint of child
sexual abuse, then government has a
policy to provide free legal aid service if

the family is financially poor. And the
victim family also can get compensation
money from the government.

How dangerous is death penalty ?

Death penalty is very dangerous because
this is a matter of some body’s life. By
giving death penalty we are taking one’s
basic right to live.

If protector of society are associated
ith child sexual abuse, then where
he common people or village people

Now there are many places where child
or his/her family members can go. In
cities, there is ward level and bloc level
child protection committee.In village
there is village level child protection
committee. Now school teachers are
also part of these committees, they also
can be informed about any sexual abuse
case. Every district has Child Welfare
Committee and any one can reach to
Child Line through 1098. If any victim or
his/her family members has the will to
lodge a complaint there are ways to do it.

What is the psychology of a rapist ?

This is a very intelligent question. We
never think from this perspective. Yes,
who are associated with rape or gang
rape are not normal people. They
possess some psychological problem.
And these kind of psychological
problems grow in the human being due
to many reasons.

How a child will understand rapist
behaviour ?

No, the child will not understand rapist
behaviour. But parents can make the child
understand about good touch and bad
touch. And also parents can build a good
relationship with the child, so that he/she
can share everything to their parents.
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Pune Children from all the 3 homes (SnehGhar / Yerwada / Congress
Bhavan) came together to understand about abuse faced by boys and girls
and they asked each other the following questions.

: e street. If they see a girl alone they try to
Have you ever seen boys teasing girls~ forcefully take her,
A Yes.
n h b A How does it feel when boys tease?
girl(sa[r‘e Ave JESR L OYS (easing A It hurts, feel like cursing on-self, feel
' " like beating up the boys, feels irritating,
A\: Near bus stand,railway station,near sometimes its enjoyable.
* gardens on the streets, in lonely
places.
When a boy teases you do you get
scared ? What makes you feel scared?
How do boys tease girls? A Yes, makes one feel scared of being
A- By whistling, winking, following girls raped and abused, abducted.

* while they are walking on the street,
honking loudly while girls walk on the

"“

Can abuse happen to a boy?

A Yes.

Have you experienced or seen any boy
4 who has faced abuse?

A: Yes

Boys are usually abused by whom?

A- By older boys, relatives,family
" members.

What will you do if a boy teases or
tries to abuse you

A- Will shout for help, use self defence
" techniques, will bite, try to run away

/ and share with people whom we trust

i such as parents, teachers, Home staff.
LT Will call1098 Childline for help, 100 for
L
f

-
1 policer help.
!-'7
l‘ Q A: Always go out in groups, inform elders

. before leaving home, avoid going to
Bl \ A/ c
L ey — \ |
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What preventive measures should be
taken to avoid being teased by boys ?
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Amina Khtoon
class-12, 19 vears
Loreto Bow Bazar, Kolkata
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I LEARNT MANY
THINGS FROM
RAINBOW SATHI

learnt many things after reading Rainbow
Sathi.Earlier I used to think that I am the most
deprived child in the world. But after reading the
magazine,l realised that there are many children
whose condition is worst than me.I also learnt
that we should try to appreciate whatever we
have.Through this magazine I came to know that
other states also have Rainbow Homes and many
children are staying there.We are very lucky to
be part of Rainbow Sathi magazine. Parents and
children used to think that there is no future
after completion of class-XII.But now we know
Rainbow Home will support us to fulfil our
dream.I observed many
Kolkata girls had
got opportunity
to write in
the magazine
and their
photographs also
appeared.Now
many girls are enthusiastically
writing articles, so that their
writing is published in the
magazine.l wish to thank
Rainbow Sathi because of
this magazine every one
can share their feelings.
Through this they are able
to recognise their writing
talent. After reading this
magazine I didn't feel
anything bad there.Infact,
everyone came to know
each other through this
magazine.
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Prayer et &xgs

God!
Thank you for this beautiful life as part of creation!

WE believe, we wish, to live in friendship and mutual
respect with head held high, in courage and self confidence.

We believe, we wish that all human beings, whether men
or women, live in equality, and in happiness, whatever their colour, caste,
class, religion, region, language or abilities.

We believe that, we wish to strongly oppose divisive forces and ideologies
that spread hatred and divide us and support democratic and non-violent
actions for justice, humanity, truth and peace, taking injustice done to others
as inflicted on us.

WE believe in, we wish to contribute our mite towards, the building of
more humane and free world, in good health and joyful learning and
spreading knowledge.

God!

We believe in, and wish to join our tiny hands
with the multitude of the people in this
ages-old divine journey of love.
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