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We speak world listens
FRIENDS

We strongly believe and wish that every article, story,
poem published in Rainbow Sathi should reach to all
corner of the country. Each issue of Rainbow Sathi is
so rich with vivid —first hand encounters with hardships
faced by different children across the country. Each
and every writing has so much truth, knowledge, love
and life stories, that they have strength to shake the
sleeping consciousness of people in power and
comfort zones. We feel that people in the power &
comfort zones should know under which circumstance
Rainbow Homes came into existance. how does our
“lives are not matter” for our policy makers. how come
future of india, that’'s “we the children” in distress
doesn’t make any difference,how we street children,
children from marginalized community, look our
society, how do we view about our beloved country and
why our eyes are filled with tears?

Are we not citizen of this country of huge potential?
Unlike other children don’t we have constitutional right
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to live, right to food, right to education, right to get
equal opportunities, to grow with dignity, to grow in
discrimination free safe environment, to get care? We
know, we have all these rights and entitlements, but
still we are deprived of these, Why?

We children of Rainbow Homes in eight cities, want
to ask all these very critical questions from the society.
With this objective only we write in Rainbow Sathi, so
that issues which are troubling us get register in the
system and structure. We children are worst hit of
hunger, malnutrition, poverty, unemployment,
discrimination and violence. As we are part of society,
our concerns, questions and our lives are also integral
part of it. All are interlinked, so if we want to change our
life and future then we have to be part of transforming
the whole society. Let us join hands for change.

Abraham Lincol, American President and
crusader against Slavery said

The best way to predict the future is to create it.

Dear Children, lets create our future!!

WE SHALL FIGHT, WE SHALL WIN!!!
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Experiments with big heart and nobel mission is core of good educa-
tion. Started in 1966, by Mrs. Sara Mathew, St. Mary’s School has
been delivering a quality secondary education to students over the course
of 50 years. Founded on the principles of inclusion, equality and fostering
team spirit, St. Mary’s has been the recipient of numerous domestic and
international accolades such as the International School Award from the
British Council and was also voted the Times Of India - No.1 School with
a Heart in India.For Rainbow Sathi Ms. Summi has taken interview of SUMMI

the Principal of St. Mary’s School, Delhi, DR. ANNIE KOSHI who has PGB ER TN D¢

been a driving force for Inclusion in schools. Khushi Rainbow Home, Delhi.

What is your idea of inclusive education?

Idea of inclusive education is to remove the barriers to entering the school in terms of fee, infrastructure
etc. For this, on the whole, you think about access so you allow admission and make things easier for
them in the school. Like somebody doesn’t have books- give books, somebody can’t understand- help
them. Inclusion is about including everybody and making sure that they
are studying.

Why inclusive education is necessary in India?

It is necessary to have inclusive education everywhere, not just in India,

because inclusive education is actually the correct education. It is not
something separate from education. Why will you not? Because it is right.
If you have right to education than you should be educating. So everybody
has to be included. This is the part of the philosophy of it.

How do you practice inclusive education in your school?
In our school, first of all, we try to see in what ways are we
excluding. For instance, like if the fees is higher for those who
can't afford it, we don’t charge them any fees. This is one
way how we practise. Those who can't climb the stairs,
we have lift. For those who can't see, we have a writer in
the examination. We change examination system, we
change classroom infrastructure and formats and that's
the way we practise inclusion by removing the barriers
and try to make the place as friendly as possible, de-
pending on the challenge. Like, suppose a child is not
able to study, we give extra classes/afternoon classes to
try and help the child. So that's how we practise i

clu-
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What, in your opinion, is the status of incl.

sive education in @fi@fian education system? E. I
People don’t really%ctise inclusion. For ex- 'm'a' ﬁr a'l'

ample, like that boy came to India from Japan,
he was saying that he was in school for the very
studious and who got lots of marks. That is not qm&sﬁ fore Ed ‘Wﬁ 78 € fof ® a1 1 am
inclusive education because those who are not ﬂgﬁ'ﬁqﬁa mm&?ﬁi ;‘;313 Tﬁg ;ﬁgg
as fast or good as he are not getting admission. S RIS, ST chal SR
Inclusive education is to actually allow every- bl N i A7 = P fo § 7
body. This is because the world is not made u {0 9% 9 oL SIS 3] S S . 9
RS , ol L TF | T FHRIE TAERT e a2 wEdt § 5 ot %
of one kind of people. It is made uP of different G e S T A A S, e
kinds of people. I mean, both physically and S e Tl S|
mentally. If there is difference which people e s T 1 1966 H T H 3 I Fohol o1 | 5 A
don’t understand and don’t get the children H 50 T § oft SR ah § He TS Ut Fehed e
to understand it, they don’t practice inclusive ST U T S | TR, FHAA ST S 1o foshiad et
education. Then they feel that my school should & fagidl W T T T ao‘é -ferceit T Aifer R
have all the bright ones. My school should have i 3“;%2“%?:; m?wa?fw@aﬁz
all the smart ones. From my school, everybod A § : ! N
should go abroad to stud i i I IS o T S R W 1T e A
& ¥ T ) el SF Gt I & 5 S g S
M % YAl o Ui oISt diehd W@
quIEYi e @ 2r9es forg aFar a2
TETR e i Aaere 98 © foh i 9 e gl afe
o Hey o wat H yorw i aensdt i g foRa S | e w9
Y @1 T 1 37 ST i ST FId & ek STeh1 Qe
B T 3R T & i feufoai 37 o e © 1 SW
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O e 91 @1 ¢ < S HER S | WIS ol Ao e sie
T T UFHAT B el MHA T S
YR 519 39T H TSN 78T 4 Tw &7
TETRT e ol SR Sheel 9RA B Té sifeeh & e ¥ | fren
AMHR T1 TR TR T8 UFER B § 1 STIRN Tl
= | fetarsh 9% Haeh! witel e =1fe |
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S TE & A E 1S A 39 AW B T T
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What are the real challenges you face while
practicing curriculum of inclusive education?
The real challenge always is that CBSE has a dif-
ferent picture. They want everybody to do pen
and paper test and things like this. But inclusive
education may be that everybody may not pass. It
doesn’t mean that everybody is unintelligent. So, if I
say that you may be good in dance, you may not be
fantastic in studies. Somebody is good at speaking
and somebody is a good sports man, many different
things, in which case I will not test you only in your
studies. I will test you in different things. In CBSE
you end up by testing in one area. So that is the
problem one faces.

What is the future of inclusive education in India?
The future, I have to say, that everybody is work-
ing towards inclusive education. I just saw now a
very good syllabus coming out of Andhra Pradesh.
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in Delhi is looking seri-
ously and trying to make education work. It is sad
that, in our country the amount of money given to
education has been lesser so it shows how much
people give value to education. Inclusive education
is very important. Especially in the troubled time
at the moment, it is important that our childre
learn to live with each other happily.
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LEARN TO BE

ACCOUNTABLE AND
TRANSPARENT

Dear children!

Its always a joy to see the smiles on all your faces
which drives us to keep focus on our work even
though we don’t directly keep in touch on day to day
basis.

As you know, we need various resources to run our
Rainbow Homes and one such important resource
is Money. Have you ever thought about how we get
all our necessities; like food, clothes, books etc.? Yes,
these are purchased from the market and we need
money to buy it. As our family is big, we require large
amounts of money to manage our necessities. You
may wonder where this money comes from. There are
many well wishers, friends and supporters like Foun-
dations, Institutions, big companies, Government and
who have come forward to help us with the funds.

To be eligible for receiving these funds, we should
be “Accountable and Transparent” all the time. Do you
know what these words mean? Let’s understand, “ac-
countability” is being responsible for what we are do-
ing and its results and “transparency” means, allowing
others to know and see how we are doing our work.
When we practice these values people around us will
believe and trust us and naturally then, they will also
respect us. We at Rainbow Homes have continuously
practiced these and therefore won the confidence of
many people and thus are enjoying their support.

Since we have promised ourselves to be account-
able for the money people have given to us, we have

ciously and demonstrate it to give confidence to

the supporters all your needs are met. To ensure

this we follow many transparent practices to
demonstrate our accountability and you might
have seen all or some of these being followed in
your home:

» Make a practical budget in consultation with
various stakeholders including you.

» Make our purchases in a prudent way by in-
volving the purchase committees comprising
of children and Sneh Sathis.

» Distribute items purchased or received in
kind through children committees.

» Use all items, food, clothes, stationery, toi-
letries, medicines appliances, furniture etc.
wisely.

» Make Participatory Menu plan and Menu
register updation on daily basis.

» Displaying the donations received at the
homes.

» Keep a neat record of how, where and when
we spend our money.

» Display of expenditures on monthly basis in
the homes.

» Maintain proper records and registers for
everything.

» Get ourselves examined (audited) by big and
reputed auditors.

Children, do you think you also have a role
in making our homes more accountable and
transparent? Most certainly!! You too have been
and must continue to contribute in the process
that I have shared. For example as a member of
the purchase committee, when you go out for
shopping things for you and your friends in the
home, try to buy the best quality for the money
you are paying. Check whether the vendor is
giving you the correct quantity and that he gives
a proper bill for your purchase. Similarly, you
can discuss in your Balsabha’s how much money
is being spent on various items in a month at

\the responsibility of using it very sensibly and judi-
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your home and why it is more or less
than earlier months etc.

You can show your accountability in
many other ways. For e.g. not wasting
food, using things that has been given
to you like clothes, books, bags, toys etc.
as and how they are meant to be used
. You must also participate in ensuring
that your home and all the things in it
are well maintained. Money saved is
also money earned. Hence, you should
also develop the habit of saving, not just
money ,but you could also get into the
habit of reusing and recycling whatever
things possible.

This kind of awareness about the
resources and your active participation
in using and saving it will not only make
your Rainbow Home more accountable
, but also help you will understand how
to plan for your own resources, keep
account of your money and get the best
of what you can in the future . We wish
to see you all practice these values and
transforming yourselves into a responsi-
ble young adult!

Keep learning and growing with all
the smiles!!

With lots of love,

Meher Leela
Director- Finance,HR and Admin,
ARUN - Rainbow Homes Program
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only. One of our uncle told about Bosco rain-
bow home and got me admitted there. Later
my sisters got admission in 7th standard in
a Government school. I enjoyed in school as
well as in Bosco Rainbow home. After joining
to this home the staff recognised my talents
and encouraged me in all the fields, and gave
me chance to participate in different events.

MY LIFE,
MY HOME

od created a beautiful child. That child

leapt in her mother’s womb. Child was
born in month of January. She was named
Keerthana, and its me. When I was a child
I enjoyed a lot with my father, mother and
elder sister. I was so happy. After three
years I got a very painful experience, I lost
my mother.

We all got depressed. My father start-
ed to drink, relatives started quarrelling.
My father took us to Tamilnadu and put
us in a hostel. And he started to work as
a carpenter in a furniture shop. He used
to visit us once in a month. During sum-
mer holidays he will leave us at his aunt’s
house, but they were not good. Finally in
2006 my father married again. He took
us back to Bengaluru. We had a good life
initially, but after some time my second
mother started to give trouble so I told to
my aunty, who is in Bengaluru that I want
to move out of this home. I packed my
bags and came out of my home. I reached
Shivajinagar bus stand where my aunty
came and took me to one aunt’s house
and made me to stay there for three days

Then I got admission in the high school and T
completed my S.S.L.C with good marks. My
sister also got admission in a English medi-
um school.

The 5 major problems faced in the so-
ciety are:

» No proper education: the education
is not provided to

\\
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all the children and some of the children
are even on the street without shelter and
food..

P» Health problems: there is no one to
take of street children. Many die without
treatment.

P» No safety: even child cannot walk on
the road alone.

P» No one ready to take care
P> No affection

& A gecl foie
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Anju Kumari
class-4,
Khilkhilahat Aman Rainbow
Home, Rajavansi Nagar, Patna
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If | had a
home

If, I too had a house, a little

bit cute, in which I and my
family would have lived, and
there would not have been any
problem. Together, we would
live happily. If there was a
green field around the house
then it would have been better
to see. All the people could

eat together, we would play
antakshari, children would go
to school, and the big ones on
to their work. On returning
from work they would bring
the goodies for the home. Only
if, I too would have a home.
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Shernisha
class-7th,

ARUN Rainbow Home
Chetpet - Chennai
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THE TOMORROW'S
SOCIETY FOR GIRLS

n tomorrow’s society girls would be

brave and there will be protection
for them. No girl child will be killed
because she is a girl. Girls will not be
disgraced rather they will be valued and
respected in future.

Girls should not be kidnapped and
abused. The men should respect and
have a reverence for the girls.

Girls should be treated equally like
men are treated and they should be part
of everything. They should be strong
enough to face all the problems in life
Girls are born to achieve!!

Girls have to achieve!!

Girls are pride of our country!!

~

S. Yogeswari
class-6th,
ARUN Rainbow Home
Chetpet - Chennai

NOW | FEEL
SECURE
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We didn’t have house to stay
therefore we used to live on the
streets. I had no education. I roamed
on streets, begging and eating leftovers.

Margaret mam from Rainbow Home
came to our place in Koyambedu Market

- Chennai where my mother was working.

Then she brought me to Rainbow Home.
I felt very happy after coming to the
Rainbow Home. We are having good time
here with our friends All our needs are
fulfilled. Now I am studying well. we feel
secure in the Rainbow Home and want to
achieve big goals.
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Amita Kumari
class-4,
Girsl home
Rajvansi Nagar, Patna
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Khushbu Kumari
class-10, 16 vears
Girls home, Gharonda, patna

BT 7 qERd & 37 &kl o,
R9dT fI8IT BT, 3746196t bl
fere1 3 b aet Taar &,
THT 315[0T &t & il .

I want to say something ab
holds great importance in everyoness life. This is a
relationship that is maintained throughout the life. At
every turn of life we need friends, whether there are
moments of sorrow or of happiness.

Colors of friendship are more
beautiful than flowers

This relation is of faith
and belongingness

It keeps locked
without chain

LY/
;N
N\
Such a unique
bond is friendship

~
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Kajal Singh
class-8,
Khilkhilahat Aman Rainbow
Home, Rajawansi Nagar, Patna
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D 1 y name.is Kajal Singh. We are eight
brothers and sisters. My eldest sister

was married at the age of 14, she is now

19 years old and she has two children. My
other siblings are still small. Some of them
are studying and some stay at home. At the
age of seven I started working as domestic
help along with my sister & mother.
Financial condition of my family was very
bad. My father was ill. I was lucky that

I came to Rainbow homes, otherwise I
would have also been married and would
have deprived of education. Other girls

of my age are married. Now I am getting
education and hence I have a dream for
future. Staying in the Rainbow Home, I
have achieved a lot of things, like:-

We got an opportunity to meet
the CM, Bihar. We demanded for
liquor-ban and now there is complete
prohibition in Bihar.

We presented cultural program at the
IIT Patna campus in which students
from other IIT’s also participated. Our
programe was highly appreciated.

I got an opportunity to visit & present
a programe at Radio City 98.1 FM. It
was big achievement for me.

UNICEF organized a campaign
against child-marriage and child labor;
it was ‘Rokenge, Tokenge and Badlenge’
Four of us from Rainbow homes
participated in it. I shared my thoughts
on child labor; everyone listened to me
carefully and appreciated. Our group
was also rewarded. My parents were
very happy with this achievement.
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Priyanka, XII std student
in APSA Rainbow Home
is a National Champion
in Kick Boxing.

Priyanka participated
in the National level
WAKO India National
championship and after
defeating her opponents
from Haryana and Madhya
Pradesh she entered the
final round against a girl
from Maharashtra. After
a tough match Priyanka
emerged the winner.

She began her sports
career as a belt wrestler
and a free wrestler ever
since she was in high
school but later she opted
for kick boxing. And now
she has turned out to be a
champion. She was born
to poor parents. Priyanka’s
father worked as a bus conductor but met with an accident
and became immobile. Her mother took up a job as
security personnel in a mall. Bringing up 6 children single
handedly was a huge task for her mother so she enrolled 4
daughters including Priyanka at the APSA Rainbow Home
in 2009 when she was 10 year’s old. Seeing her aptitude,
her physical education teacher in class IX encouraged her
to take up wrestling and coached her. For the past one
year, she has been going for advanced practice at Yousuf
guda stadium. She wakes up early at 4 am, then she walks
down half km to Afzal gunj bus stop and catch a bus for
Yoususf guda. She practices there for 2 1/2 hours from
5.00- 7.30 am and reach home by 9.00. Then she goes
to college and returns at 5 pm. In this manner she has
balanced both academics and sports. She wants to become
a police inspector.

Champ wants
to become a
police inspector
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128 & BET § R fEw
SfegT ot Avea Sftge €1 fager 2
WAKO wema Sfuzaferg § s faen
3R e w1 ATl S AT
HIER dee HEd IR BT KA H &
e o | oY e &€t 9% foheh aifaT
H o T SR F- Whadl gIfda |
fadeT &1 S0 9gd & e aiEr #
3T o1 37k far 99 ®eFel 9 @R
T gofel & a1 FeH-Th @ @R
MW ST A T A fggafeEt
€ 1 M ST Y& (hA1, cfhd S
S=dl i qIeT Giveha o | S=i4 STat
9R dfedl ® APSA T W OH
2009 ¥ Tt fean | 39 wwa fygst &t
39 10 1 off | 31 AR THa 7 e
F TA-H H foo=ed w1 @+
aTE FRfThe Teehe™ & =R sifemm
3 fugst &1 Hwydt &1 M1 S I
1| 9gd & Sfcd & Wl gt &1
qag 4 a9 31 iR dfgew & fau
IYE el Lfean yg=, e amy en
I FHiCTS AT | T8 IU LA & a1
9% gferd SEhFex J=H1 =R ¢ |

%

e

RAINBOW SATHI ® Yoa! Hreft @ BondelS” A& @ QuuileiiGum M54 @ S, uine =od ® (F3(d] ]

2

RAINBOW SATHI ® Yoial Teft ® BondS” ard @ QuuiletiCum rgd @ S;5%3ne =od @ (F3aET Mt



RAINBOW SATHI ® Iaial Hmeft 0/60»535‘ O @ QuuNeTGUT TGS ® S;aredee =od ® (FRAE] 1

R

RAINBOW SATHI ® Yotal @reft @ Bondes” &8 @ QuuilesrGum smgd @ Sinfeiee m\@ ® (3@ WA gsf#

BT I

N
:\\i\\\\\‘\\\\ .

HYDERABAD

National Girl Child Day

In Hyderabad on 24 january National Girl Child Day was attended by almost 1500 people.
Around 300 Rainbow children from 6 rainbow homes also participated. The students, especially
girls shared their views on freedom to speak and what they aspire for. There were two cultural
performances by Rainbow home children; one mime on female feticide and one song on
expectations from Government and society for the girl child. Along with many civil society
organizations, stakeholders like Police Department, Department of Women Development and
Child Welfare, MLA, local leaders, School Principals, child rights organizations participated and
pledged to work in solidarity to provide safety to the children by putting Beti Zindabad Badge.

Sl
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Girls against child
marriage & Dowry

On January 21, 2018, a human
chain was organized by Bihar
Government, to raise awareness
against dowry and child-
marriage.Girls of the Rainbow
Homes, Patna participated

in it. Isha Kumari (Class-4)
Sapna Kumari, Arti Kumari
and Gudiya Kumari (all class-3)
Kajal Kumari and Soni Kumari

a?a- a:n-{ LGl 'raa'ﬁ{ 35 ﬁaa‘rqs TSP ® (Class-8) also spoke in the

meeting, which was widely

farer & el ¥ g2 o iR et foaTE & fgel 7 geie #1121 Sad 2018 appreciated. Similarly, on

1 fIeR THR gRT &1 W iR et fode & faei® AHe-g@en i e fear  January 17, 2018, girls and staff
T | IS BT W, YT &I dteadl o W 39 FEHA § g9 d9e-9g X feew faanl of the BGVS Rainbow Home,
a1t fereTe 3T 5] o foreg S0 HAHRT (Fafi-4), WO BAN, STRCA FAR €5 e Rainbow Homes Program Patna,
TR (W Fw-3), A FAL T G FAI (FE-8) T S =R 6 W organized anti-dowry rally with

IS B W W sifeaal sl Hifed 4 off T wals e

T Tgel 17 SHERI 2018 T BGVS 36l 21 (3l &9 YR Y1) i dteadt
3R WIH A e AeAfden faenes sTorgent wt el iR W & 91 ges fagrt et
TrepTelt 3TR STUTT & SETh! | STl hell ol hITeTT 7 |

the students and staff of Cant
Middle School, Alakhverg and
tried to create awareness among
the people in surrounding areas.

One billion rising

Every year on 14th February Kolkata
Mary Ward Social Centre celebrates
One Billion Rising in Kolkata. This is a
campaign to create awareness among
people to stop violence against women.
This programme is organised in open
air i.e. outside Victoria Memorial hall
where normally young people will gath-
er around and the message of OBR can
reach to them. Rainbow homes also
participate in One Billion Rising every
year. Girls from Rainbow homes used
to perform in the campaign.

Bow Bazaar: This home celebrated One
Billion Rising on 14th February. They
organised a short programme. Children
and staft performed on One Billion
Rising theme song, a dance drama on
transgender issue and a dance to convey
the message of exploitation of women.
Through this programme they sent a

KOLKATA
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message to the children that girls and women are as important as
the men in the society.

Sealdah: Sealdah celebrated OBR on 14th February. Girls pre-
pared a skit on various kinds of violence that girls and women
are facing. They invited International Justice Mission for a
small session. IJM made them understand that women need
to unite to fight against the violence. They also mentioned that
girls and women are not an object and they are also human
being like men.
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PROGRAM

ur first Boys Home (Sneh Ghar)

was inaugurated by Pune City
Mayor Mukta Tilak on the 15th of
January 2018 at Kashaba Jadhav
School Shivajinagar. Many
dignitaries were also present
including, Sonali Landge
(Corporator Shivajinager), Aditya
Malve (Corporator, Shivajinager),
Sairaj and Sachin (Synergy
Company), Prabha Vilas (Partner,
Work for Equality), Manish Shroff
(Partner, New Vision) , Lalit Shinde
and Sachin Kondalkar (Social
Worker- Shivraj Pratishtan).

Srilatha Morampudi (State

Program Manager- Pune) spoke
about the work and vision of

has been received by the PMC and donors in making the change in the lives
of these street children. Children then presented a mime in which they
depicted the life of a street child. Ganesh Pawar from Sneh Ghar shared
with the guests his life story and the struggles he faced while living on the

Rainbow Home and the support that street and how he is fortunate to come to Rainbow Home.

B T | % @ 9gd el § 9IS § | g8 e T S oTeieh AR =Rt

off 31 H 9 T § 91 R e & Fedm i wuelA & faw om e ¥ 1 S S
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A WELCOME
SUPPORT

n the annual function of Patna

Rainbow Homes Program
“Khilkhilahat 2017”, Dr. Ashok
Kumar Chaudhary, the then
education minister, joined as Chief
Guest. At that time, he had
promised the support and
cooperation to the Rainbow Homes
Program on his behalf. Dr.
Chaudhary once again visited the
‘Khilkhilahat Girls home’ on the
occasion of Saraswati Pooja on
January 22, the children welcomed
him with great enthusiasm. Dr.
Chaudharay saw and appreciated
the cultural presentations of the
girls. He gifted 75 sets of books to
children, each set had 15 books.
Along with this, he has donated
100 meter’s of mat, 100 blankets
and an inverter too. He also
directed officers to release 20 lakh
rupees from his fund for various
construction works at Rainbow
home.
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Colorful-joyiul annual da 7T
In Delhi thelAnvnual Day was celebratgd with much m Al

al
enthusiasm on 28" January. Program started with { "E "6 " Gol

the Chief Guest and Managing Committee members faecht & WrETT R 28 SHEd EY

lighting the lamps. It was followed by sharing HE YU-OTH Y WA T A
of thoughts, dreams and hope. Ilima of Khushi afafar wfgq aum it grT g
Rainbow Homes shared her 12 year journey in the YSafeetd ®ieh hTdhH ol JHRH
organization. Many entertainment and cultural foam M| Gyit e a &t gfemn
activities such as poetry recitation, songs and dances T W % WY AU 12 W &
performed by children brought the stage alive. ¥V T W fRAT) gEe a9

Withdeh HTEFHAT ®T dch a4t 1
foram | wretw & W ofafy foocht A

Plays and dramas also provide great excitement and
entertainment to the audience.

Ramesh Negi, Chairperson of DCPCR (Delhi b !
R : A Tk Tged (i) & wreRaET
Commission for Protection of Child Rights) who was s 3ef % ey for 5 = W ﬁ

the chief guest, expressed happiness to be a part of
the event. In his speech he focused on importance
of becoming a good responsible human being. He
also expressed happiness that the organization

was imparting quality education to homeless
street children and children coming from difficult
situations. He urged parents present at the event to
inculcate values among children.

The achievements of children were highlighted
and children’s academic results and achievements
of the year were announced. The prize distribution
was one of the most eagerly awaited event of the day.

children achievers from each home:
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LIFE JOURNEY WITH OUR LENS

Vijay [15yrs Bth std] of Bengaluru snehghar tried to document journey &
struggles of three co-travelers. Almost all of them are on same footing.

a0

bBth std, 13 yrs

Vijay

Interviewer

How were you before coming to Sneh Ghar?
I used to stay at my home. I used to go out all the
time. Many times when I go out I will not come
back home even if it was night because I never felt
happy to go back. Once for three days I didn't go
home at all and I used to sleep near the shed. Then
my mother searched for me and took me to home.

How are you now?
I used to stay at boy’s home. From there I came to

Need Base India Sneha Ghar. Here I am so happy
and I am studying well. I feel very much comfort-
able in this place, compared to how I was before,
now I am good here.

How society was looking at you before?

At various functions I used to steal the slippers
and then I will sell them to a shop. Later local
people in my area saw me doing this and com-
plained to my mother. They spoke badly about
me. Because of such incidents the society started
to see me in bad way.

How society is looking at you now?

After I started studying at need base India Sneha
Ghar, during my vacations when I visited my
native place, my neighbours started to interact
with me in friendly manner and asked me about
my education. It made me very proud and my
parents were also happy by seeing that.

0\ 4
Kiran K

7th std, 15 yrs

Vijay

Interviewer

How were you before coming here?

I was very poor, and I used to do daily wage work.

When I was small, my mother expired. Later my
grand mother started to take care of me and she
admitted me in one ashram for my education. I
studied there till 6th standard. Later I didn't feel
comfortable at that place. So I ran from that place
and came to Bangalore. Here I started selling
pani-puri. This was my life before coming here.

How are you now?

I am very good now. Earlier I was not good in stud-

ies. After I joined need base India Sneha Ghar

I started to study well, now I am able to write.
Compared to my early life now I am very much
improved and happy.

How society was looking at you before?
The society was looking at me very badly. My
neighbours used to speak badly about me and
they used to scold me. They will blame me that I
am a thief and they will ask me to be send away
from that place.

How society is looking at you now?

Earlier they used to scold me and speak badly
about me. Now when I go to my home they ask
about my well-being and also enquire about my
studies. Now they are friendly with me and they
are spending there time with me when I go to
home. All this makes me very happy and I am
proud of my self. I am so happy now about the
way society is looking at me.
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Mohan
Bth std, 15 yrs

Vijay
Interviewer

How were you before coming to Sneh Ghar?
Earlier I was very poor, and I used to go to work.

I liked to go to school but my father was not ready
to send me to school so he will send me to work.
When I was studying in 4th standard my mother
passed away. Later my grandmother also expired.
After that incident me and my brothers came to
boy’s home. Later My uncle and my aunt took us
to their home.

How are you now?

I am very much happy and proud of myself.
Earlier I was not able to read and write but now

I can do both because of Need Base India Sneha
Ghar. I am very much happy by the activities they
conduct here and I am participating in all of them.

.ls IlOR&sENI
i, DDDR!HINUM PATNA

WE ARE THE CllAMl’l(lN S

Astate—level competition was organized on January 21 by the
institute of Martial Arts, Patna, in which 650 participants
from 30 districts participated. In this competition, 11 children also
participated from the BGVS Rainbow Home, Rainbow Homes
Program, Patna. Of these, four girls (Kajal, Suman (Class-5) Dulari,
Sangeeta (class-6) got Silver and 7 Girls (Chanda (calss-8) Babita

( Class-4) Pooja, Kaja, Jyoti (class-6) Lakho (class-5) and Divya
(class-8) got the Bronze Medal. All these girls have performed
amazingly in their game, we hope that in the future, they will
perform on bigger platform and will achieve great success.

\ vy

I was not going to school properly but now I
am going to school regularly. Before I used to
be very much different, but now I have changed
myself and now I am very much happy.

How society was looking at you before?
Earlier the society was seeing towards me very
badly. When I used to stay at home, whenever

I will visit my friend home and they will speak
very badly about me. I will never have food at
my home and usually I will go to my neighbour’s
home for food but they used to speak badly. Lat-
er one sister will give me food hiding in a plastic
cover. This was the way I was being treated
earlier.

How society is looking at you now?

After I started to study at Need Base India,
whenever I visited my native place for my vaca-
tions, I will go to my home and then the same
sister will call me and ask me about myself and
my studies. Then she will take me to the home
and give me milk in steel glass and force me to
have food. Because of the education at Need Base
India the society started giving me respect.
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Champa Kumari
class-t,
Khilkhilahat Aman Rainbow
Home, Rajawansi Nagar Patna
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Rachna Kumari,
class- 6th,

11 Years.
Khilkhilahat Aman
Rainbow home,
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Rajavansi Nagar, Patna.
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RADHA GOES TO
SCHOOL

here was a girl, her name was
I Radha. She had three brothers and
a sister; Radha was the eldest of
them. Radha wanted to study but her
parents used to say, ‘what will you do
after education, girl is for homely work.
Mother sent three brothers to the hostel
to study. Radha used to work at home,
including washing clothes, cooking and
handling her one-year-old sister and
carrying food to the farm for mother.
One day when his father brought the
three brothers home from the hostel,
the brothers felt that their sister Radha
should also study. They explained to the
parents that education is very important
for girls. When a girl becomes educated,
whole family becomes educated. They
told that it is also legally necessary
to provide education to the girls. The
government has also created a law
for this. If anyone has any difficulty in
getting education then the government
also gives them scholarships. As her
brothers wished, Radha also got enrolled
in school. Now Radha goes to school like
her brothers.

eople consider daughters
Pas burden and marry them

in their childhood. Often,
girls face troubles in such
marriages and even commit
suicide. If opportunity is
given to them to study, then
they can do something in life.
Parents can also be proud of
them. Girl would be pride for
parents. If there is a problem
with the daughter, then the
parents also suffer. Therefore,
all of us should take pledge
that ‘we will not marry our
daughters at young age and
will allow her to study.

y
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Sonu (class 10", 16 years) & PinRy (class 5%, 13 years)
of IKolRata Loreto Rainbow homes shared there
experience & had very interesting conversation.

Sonu: Pinky are you happy staying in Rainbow
home?

Pinky: Yes! And you?
Sonu: Same here. And why did you come to
this home?

Pinky: My parents often used to have quarrel
for money. They were not able to afford my
needs. My mother used to cry for me, because
often I went to sleep without having my dinner
as there was no money. So they decided to put
me in a home (like rainbow) where I will be
under a peaceful shelter, where I will also get
better education. For that reason I came here.
And you Sonu?

Sonu: Just like you even my parents were not
able to take care of me. We didn’t have any
home. We use to sleep on the road on a plastic
which my mother used to spread. We had to get
up early because of the traffic and it makes a lot
of noise. We used to eat from the nearby temple.
Then my mother thought to put us in a home
where I will get to live properly.

Sonu: What do you think of society?
Pinky: I think they should set up more charity
places for the children or people who are suffer-

ing with poverty. They should stop anybody who
is begging, specially children.
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Kishor
5th std, 11 Years,
Aman Sneh ghar Amlatola,
Patna
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am Somnath Suresh Chavan studying in 7th Std in Narveer Tanaji School. I am 13 years old. I and

my friends from Rainbow Home (Ganesh/ Vishnu/ Somnath/ Vireash/Bapu) shared with each other
ourgood and bad experiences that we faced while living on the streets. We had to stay on the footpath
every time we feared of police and Pune Municipal Corporation workers. Sometime we feared the
drunk drivers. In summer we face many problems like lack of shelter. Many times shop owners would
not allow us to stand in front of their shops, they use abusive language. During rainy season we would
have no shelter to protect us. We are exposed to many diseases. We even had to pay money for washing
clothes & using bathrooms. When we were staying on footpath we faced many problems. We struggled
for food. Many times we had to beg, some time I sold the plastic bottles, flowers, and balloons and
with the money bought food. Mosquito bite is also a big issue. Due to mosquito bite we suffered from
dengue, malaria etc. We had to wear other people’s clothes and slippers. We did not like to be called as
beggars. This was what we thought society is all about. We accepted the harsh realities of life and started
living with them until the day when I came to Sneh Ghar. Here life was very different compared to life
on the street. Here we were provided with 4 times meal, clothes, slippers and we are given lot of affec-
tion and care from Sneh Sathi’s or from dada’s. In Rainbow Home we got

respect, love and affection which we wanted. We realized that there is a

N3 | better world for us than the world on the streets. f ‘
N {
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Arti Singhasan
Unnati Girls Hostel,
Delhi
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Asma, 6th std,
Rainbow home, Pune
Maharashtra

I AM HAPPY,
NO BURKHA HERE

My name is Asma Imam Sheikh. I am from a Muslim
community. In our society women every day wear
burkha. And if a woman is seen without a burkha then
our big brother they shout at us, and I do not like to
wear burkha and we are not allowed to keep our faces
uncovered. But in Delhi people wear burkha and also
cover their faces with a nakaf and they are not allowed
even to lift the nakaf and if they do so, they are severely
punished and are kept hungry for one entire day. I don’t
like this at all. So I stopped going there. My mother and
sister force me a lot to go there, but I say, no I cannot
bear any kind of discrimination. I don't like it. I feel
very strongly that caste discrimination in our society
should come to an end. In our society there are a lot of
religions and different caste groups. These difference

in religion and castes have been created by society and
it is important that one should give some thought to it.
Before coming to rainbow home we never celebrated
testivals of other religions. But after coming to Rain-
bow Home we celebrate all festivals. I understood that
society doesn’t mean religion and caste but the place I
live in, my surroundings and people living in my sur-
roundings. The society where I stayed before coming to
Rainbow Home was not good. There every night men
would come and torture girls. And if we did not speak
properly to them, or protest then the next night they
will come to our houses and steal and then physically
abuse the women and young girls. I am happy to be

in Rainbow Home. Here I do not face any .
such discrimination nor am I forced

to wear a bu}rkha. y “ J
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Rainbow Homes Program - ARUN
works with Rainbow Homes (for
girls) and Sneh Ghar (for boys) to
empower children formerly on the
streets to reclaim their childhood
by providing Comprehensive Care,
Food, Shelter, Health and
Education.

Anna Dhara Cﬂmﬁﬂiﬂn

The Anna Dhara campaign is an attempt to reach out to
supporters like you from the civil society to make a difference in
the lives of children living in Rainbow Homes and Sneh Ghars
located in 45 Govt & Private Schools in 8 states.

€D providing minimum of a day’s meal for 100 children

€D share life nourishing values with children

One Day Food cost per Child
Bank Details: p
R S 50 Bark A/C Name: ASSOCTATION FOR
3 RURAL AND URBAN NEEDY ( ARUN )

BANK : Yes Bank Ltd

%

“ $\/ é - 3 One LR A ) A/C No: 042494 600000162
o

> d 38 Branch : ABIDS, Hyderabad
-, viomes and 3804 cp;y, - FSC  : VESBOOOOA4

Rainbow Homes EMBRACE. EDUCATE. ENABLE.

RAINBOW SATHI ® ofal Feft @ Bow®eS” & @ QuilsGUT 5158 @ Sreine w0 @ cramwmdt g

Anuradha Konkepudi, Executive Director Email: reach@rainbowhome.in
Rainbow Homes Programe ARUN, 1-1-711/c/1, 1st floor,
? Opp. vishnu Residency, Gandhinagar, Hyderabad - 80 Office No: 040-65144656 e
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Khushbu Kumari,
STD - 8 Khilkhilahat
Aman Biradri
Girls Home, Patna

WANT TO
BECOME
TOP MODEL

to work in a warehouse.
married my mother when his first wife
died. Later, he got his children from
the first wife married. My father than
went to our grandfather and asked
for some land to construct a home for
us. But he was thrashed and kicked
out. We used to live on rent than.
After some time, my mother got sick.
She was suffering from tuberculosis.
She couldn’t survive. After her death
we started living at Patna railway
station with our father. My elder sister grew up, so
father sent her to a hostel in Gaya.

At Patna station, | became friends with other
children. We used to collect bottles at the station. We
will then buy food by selling these bottles to a
kabadi. | used to give some money to my father too.
But after some time, my father got ill as well. | tried
to manage some treatment for him in a hospital, by
selling the bottles. But unfortunately, he did not
survive.

Before breathing his last, my father handed over
my responsibility to Jyoti’s father. Jyoti is also an
orphan. She was brought up by a woman and her
brother. They too lived at the station. Jyoti used to
call that man as Papa.

Jyoti Didi used to take care of me at the station.
Then, my brother made friends at the station
including a boy named Tirthankar.

Tirthankar asked him not to live at the station with
his sister but come along with her at his home i,
Naugachhiya. Thus we came to Tirthankar bhaiya’ss
home. | had to do the household work, but | will n(%\
get proper food and family members also used {0
beat me. They used to take my brother to
vegetables, and beat him if he refused. | didn't li
this. Therefore, both of us came back to station.
Then my brother got in touch with Neelu Mam

and brought me to Khilkhilahat Rainbow Home. Jyot| (
too is living at Khilkhilahat Rainbow Home. Now .: !

have such a big family here. | have also learned
lot. | want to do modeling, but | also want to T'reIp
poor and end injustice from this world.
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When I was very young and could barely
talk or think, my parents use to decide
which clothes should I wear, what food should
I eat, but they never thought that which school
should I study because they had no idea
about schools or requirement of education.
These things lack in my society as most of the
people around are illiterate. This had a bad effect
on the children which was really very sad
situation to be faced as an individuals.

I was very young when I entered Loreto
rainbow home Bow Bazar. I was bought by a
Loreto sister to rainbow home. I belonged to
a very simple family and being a girl child my
background was not suitable for me.

It was my first day at rainbow home. I was new
to such institute. Though I got too much love and
care from my elders, still I was not willing to stay
because having grown up in a family, I was not
ready to stay as an individual to new place and
that too at the age of five. Gradually, as the days
passed at the rainbow home, I got to understand
that how much rainbow home as empowered me,

Afecher frerfaal # fie
HoTd &t bl AT

o § aga et off oy aqfyee & %D ara ar
e urdt off, @& WY Wrar-fUar 98 9F w &
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=fET e o o8 it T& drerd 9 fon w3t forat Tt
ST ATTE FAifeh 3 WL TRl a1 BT 97T T &g
g T on) e www § H e off @@ W

GITA PASWAN
\rClass-t, 14 vears
oreto Day School,
Bowbazar - Kolkata *

helped me and supported me.

Now after becoming part of rainbow
home, it seems as if my life is happiest as
an individual. Being at the rainbow home,

I spend a carefree time which is not
affected by the worries and miseries of the
world. This is the time when I prepare for my
future. Therefore it is of great importance
to me as this is the time that is ultimately
going to impact my entire life. Being

a student I use to think that, just like
everything else, whatever I want in life
would be easily available. As a result I
could not handle the pressure when I
faced real life situations. Now I can realize
that everything is not easily available and
one has to struggle to achieve certain
things in life.

As T conclude I would like to say that
all the sisters ,teachers and staff are like
precious diamonds to me as with their
presence they keep me upbeat, loved me,
supported me, assured me to face any
difficult situation which might come
towards me and made me feel strong. This
took away all my fears and gave me the
strength to believe in myself. I will always
dream that I am flying high because I will
never regret my failure and will believe
that my determination is too strong.
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Prayer et &xgs

God!
Thank you for this beautiful life as part of creation!

WE believe, we wish, to live in friendship and mutual
respect with head held high, in courage and self confidence.

We believe, we wish that all human beings, whether men
or women, live in equality, and in happiness, whatever their colour, caste,
class, religion, region, language or abilities.

We believe that, we wish to strongly oppose divisive forces and ideologies
that spread hatred and divide us and support democratic and non-violent
actions for justice, humanity, truth and peace, taking injustice done to others
as inflicted on us.

WE believe in, we wish to contribute our mite towards, the building of
more humane and free world, in good health and joyful learning and
spreading knowledge.

God!

We believe in, and wish to join our tiny hands
with the multitude of the people in this
ages-old divine journey of love.
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