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COMING FROM HOPELESS CONDITIONS,
OUR LIVES NEED A NEW MEANING

We get
motivated
and inspired = v Will be
G Sravani _ 48 able to
R fulfil my
dreams
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We all live
together as
a family
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We speak world listens

Friends

Rainbow Sathi is a colourful vase, filled with flowers of
infinite colours. Flowers, which spread infinite
fragrances all around. Our diversity is what binds us
together, what makes us stronger. And we are proud
of it. Through this magazine, we are able to express
our opinions in different languages- English, Telugu,
Tamil, Kannada, Marathi, Bengali, Hindi and Urdu. We
converse freely in our native languages and translate
in the others. The main motive behind this is that our
stories should not only reach the Homes in various
states, but the whole world too, so that they can read
and understand. If we wanted, we could have simply
printed the magazine in just one or two languages. But
that would not have been right. By doing so, we would
have been imposing one language on the other.
Saying one language is superior than another is an act
of grave injustice. The language in which we form our
thoughts, in which we feel all our joys and sorrows,
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when used by us to voice our opinions, makes our
words extremely powerful and impactful. Also, we
completely believe that the number of things we want
to speak and write is huge enough to fill many epics.
Our stories, our experiences, our lived truths are what
depict the accurate conditions of our society.

Another particularly important thing to put out is the
role played by Rainbow Home in our lives- it is so
unique. People should be aware of that too. How the
balance between rights and care polished our lives-
this precedent should be laid out in front of the whole
world. Who is going to write about all of this except for
us? Nobody. This is a quiet and gradual change- a
change that has been transforming thousands of lives.
Qur lives are directly linked to those of our parents
and our ancestors. Even they have had a very
affirmative change. They see hope in us. They believe
that a lot can be reformed. This confidence is
extremely necessary. This is our kaleidoscope, our
rainbow. Isn't it!

WE SHALL FIGHT, WE SHALL WIN!!!
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EXPERIENCES AT TEDX

Inspiration to
rework upon
failures

Iam not new to TEDx Hyderabad and
it was my second chance to attend it
from Rainbow Home. It is a place to get
motivated and inspired for a lifetime.
The theme this time was- Limitless. I
enjoyed listening to all the speakers but
story of IPS RS Praveen Kumar gave me
some high motivation. He spoke about
his mother, and how she transformed
herself from a labourer to a govt teacher
and then brought up kids to make them
IPS officer and doctor. Now that he is an
IPS officer and earning a good salary, he
can also just enjoy his life and position.
He had a choice of leading his life
without thinking about underprivileged
people and children from backward
communities. But then he consciously
made his choice and became a change
maker. At TEDx Hyderabad he received
a standing ovation for his good work. I
also liked his quote- “If not now, then
why? If not you, then who? Rediscover
your identity, transform the community”.
I also liked inspiring story of Olympian
Neha Agarwal who bounced back after
four years and became a champion. Her
story made me rethink and rework on
my patience towards any failures. It was
almost like a limitless experience for me.

G Sravani,
ARUN Rainbow Home,
Hyderabad
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_Hemant Sai, 11th Std and
Nitish Kumar 7+h Std, Ummeed
Aman Ghar, Delhi

Give respect and
earn as well

Nitish: Ilove to respect others and similarly like to
get some respect in return. What I like about Rainbow
Homes is that there is no discrimination here and we
celebrate all festivals together. That is the reason that

I feel very bad when there any sort of discrimination
among people whether it is due to gender or due to
religion.

Hemant: At Rainbow Home we live together as
family. That is the reason, we call our teachers here
as Bhaiya and Didi. I like making friends because
friends never let you feel lonely. If you have friends
as well as family members behind you than it gives
you encouragement. But, at many times elder family
members will scold kids. This isn't good. Kids should
be treated with love. I also feel bad when different
sections of society are not treated equally. There are
many sorts of discrimination. I also feel rattled when
people don't take care of environment.
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~ GOCIETUIS CHANGINGBUT —
A LOT IS STILL NEEDED

More options now for
children and women

Vijay M,
10th std, Bangalore

like the fact that our government has made
education mandatory for all the children.
This helps every child to go to school and get

10

education. Besides, many parents who fall in I also like the freedom that today’s society is trying
financially weaker section category are also able to give to women. Earlier they had to face too much
to send their children to Govt schools to study of restrictions from the family and society and now it
for free — and this has helped them immensely. is getting unshackled. Earlier restrictions gave way to
Government also prohibits child labor, and sexual exploitation of women; however, now the govt
this has helped in fight against child labor to a and the legal system in our country has taken various
greater extent. This tries to ensure that a child measures to curb it out and this is a positive aspect.
grows happily in a healthy environment. Another ~ Among other aspects which I like in the society is
dimension to it is introduction of child rights the increasing number of people who are getting
which is extremely beneficial to a growing child.  into the farming profession as this gives a boost to
Further, many hostels and childcare institutions the agriculture industry; and, the benefits of staying
are set up which provide them with required in a joint family that promotes the culture of living
protection, health care and education. together in harmony.
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Class, caste and religious
differences still a worry

ut there are still many issues that I dislike.

Among all the issues, the discrimination that
still prevails in the society pertaining to class,
caste, religion, and gender are among the foremost.
Besides, exploitation and harassment of women
and children disturbs me a lot, along with child
trafficking which is leading them into darker
world. We need to make women in the society feel
protected and safe. Lastly, extreme usage of mobile
phones is also creating many problems at various
levels. This needs to be checked.
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Monika Santosh Jagadale, 16 yrs,
11th STD, New Vision Rainbow
Home, Mangalwar Peth, Pune

My name is Monika. I have an elder sister
& a younger brother. Earlier I was living
with my parents. I have been living in Pune
since my childhood. Initially, I didn’t give
much thought to my situation. My father was
alcoholic. He never took care of the family.
My mother worked as a domestic help and
she was the only source of livelihood to

tulfill our basic needs. Father would not pay
for household expenses and instead always
bothered all of us. We had kerosene stove for
cooking. We never used to get timely kerosene
for cooking and on many occasions, we will
spend whole day without getting any food.
One day my father was very drunk and had a
big fight with my mother. He started beating
her with a stick. We tried to stop him but
couldn’t. Neighbors also tried to intervene but
failed. Finally, along with mother we had to
leave that place and moved somewhere else.
Father used to come there too once in two
months and fights would continue. He would
still beat my mother. After some time, mother
sent my elder sister to a distant relative in
village as it was getting difficult for her to look
after us alone.

RAINBOW SATHI ® Yofal Hreft @ Sonde” ard @ QuuileiGum &ngdl @ Sy edec <08 @ (3l AT n*‘}

<
1

RAINBOW SATHI ® Yofal Fieft @ BondeS” 3 @ QuuisiiGur sT65) @ oo o0 @ (T3 X

My life got all the
opportunities after coming to
RAINBOW HOME

Then my mother started looking for
a free hostel to have a
safe place for me where
I could continue my
studies. Lata Madam
(where my mother used
to work) told us about
Vandana Madam (social
mobiliser of the Rainbow
Home). Vandana madam
visited our house along

with Ashumati Madam. Finally I was given
admission at New Vision Rainbow Home in
2016. Initially when my mom told me that I had
to go to Rainbow Home, I felt scared thinking
that I will miss mother. But after coming to
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Rainbow Home, I realized how much care
I am receiving from Rainbow Homes staff.
They are so lovely. They never beat any kid.
Here I can study & play properly without any
disturbance like the one I used to face on
streets. I sit quietly to feel the peace.
My fears have gradually subsided.
Now it has been four years since I
came to Rainbow Home.

I participated in various
activities after coming here. I
have got many opportunities
to showcase my talent in
fields like football, swimming,

gymnastics, dance and art &
craft etc. In gymnastics, I had
the opportunity to participate
at national, state
and district level
events. I also got
a gold medal in
karate at national
level. So far, I have
participated on
six occasions at the
district level and on
four occasions at
the state level. I
have also won
total twelve
medals. I had
opportunities
to go to various
places to take part
in karate events and that
gave me a good exposure. I was also
selected in football team. I do yoga
very well. During the summer camp, we take
part in variety of activities. We go for a trip
once or twice a year. Nothing of all these
would have been possible if I had not come
to Rainbow Home. Having reached in 11th
class, I am loving more and more my stay at
Rainbow home.
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Abhinav,
5th STD Aman Vedika Sneh Ghar,
Bible House, Hyderabad
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GREEN TREES LEAD
TOWARDS PROGRESS

Nallamala forest has many huge trees and
animals. We can listen to a variety of birds
in the forest. Trees are very important for life,

as every living being breathes air, trees give us
clean air and rain. But we are cutting down trees
and polluting the environment. Nallamala is
also being destroyed for uranium mining. A big
awareness campaign must be organised to stop
this destruction. Already people are suffering due
to unseasonal rain. Failing of crops is causing
hunger and famine.

~

Learning
skill with
compuiers

Shabnam Zahid,
Kilkari Rainbow Home, Delhi

would like to share my experience of a

vocational course that I have undertaken.

I'm pursuing FD-DLM course from F-Tec
at Malviya Nagar in Delhi. FD-DLM is a
Diploma in Digital Learning in MIS. This
is a six month course. In this course, I

am also learning MS Office, Excel, Power
Point, Notepad and other programmes.
Currently I am working on Advance Excel.
I have already given exam for
the first module and now

I am preparing for the
examination of the
2nd module. This
vocational course
has also helped
me in my
language
skills and
now I

have started
conversing
and writing
in English more
comfortably. My
teacher is teaching

me the skills to face
job interviews. We are
learning importance of
good communication skills.
I am enjoying the friendly
environment here.
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Many inspirational ideas

Relations
and emotions
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Asita Banu
4 yrs
9th Std, VKH rainbow home,
Bangalore

Celebrate my festival

Now a days there is opportunity to
practice my religion, but in my native
village it used to be difficult. There use to
be tension During Eid, We celebrated the
function by sharing food.. But | do not
fast during the ramdhaan season as |
stay with children in home from other
communities also. But | feel | should also
take part in the fasting. | am very happy
that | have been given freedom to
celebrate the occasion of my religion. And
| am able to go to school and study,
whereas in my village there are girls of
my age who are staying at home and are
not allowed to go to school. They get
married at a early age.
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Ch. Pavankumar

9" std

Snehghar (Boys home
Balatejassu) Hyderabad

Wither away

Untouchability

ven after 70 years of
E Independence, curse of

Untouchability is prevelent. In
my Zaheerabad area, landless
labourers will stand in line to take
their wages and the person from the
dominent caste will make sure that
while receiving money they don't
touch his hand. Similarly, a house
which is generally built by labourers
who are mostly Scheduled Castes,
and after finishing, they are not
allowed to enter the house.
untouchability is most ridiculous
thing.

Similarly, my friend Ganesh told that
in his village Schedule castes people
are not allowed to enter temples. In
all rituals this discrimination exists.

In olden days ,people of oppresd
caste like Madiga, Mala were not
touched by the upper caste people.
read that even their shadow was is
not allowed. This very inhuman.

My favorite leader is DrAmbedkar
who was born in the SC community
but fought against untouchability .
He provided reservation to the
Untouchables and by this, these
lower caste people also got some
jobs and developed.

We have to end untouchability. Only
than we all can live with equality
and self respect.

B e N

S. Yogeswari
class-6th, ARUN Rainbow Ho
Chetpet - Chennai

NOW | FEEL SECURE

We didn’t have house to stay therefore we used
to live on the streets. I had no education. I
roamed on streets, begging and eating leftovers.
Margaret mam from Rainbow Home came to our
place in Koyambedu Market - Chennai where my
mother was working. Then she brought me to
Rainbow Home. I felt very happy after coming to
the Rainbow Home. We are having good time here
with our friends All our needs are fulfilled. Now

I am studying well. we feel secure in the Rainbow
Home and want to achieve big goals.

Amita Kumari, Class-3
Girl's home, Rajvansi Nagar, Patna.
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Pranjal Kaluram Mhalungkar,
8th Std, Prerana Rainbow
Home, Pune

| dream to
become a NURSE

don’ have parents. My cousin used

to take care of me. She worked
hard to get me and my brothers some
sort of education. Although, I had
grandparents and other brothers and
sisters also living together. My cousin
used to take care of everyone by
working in field whole day and then
sewing clothes in night. She did all
the chores in the house as well, and
will make me prepared for Tai’s class.
She would always use to say us that it
is our time to learn and become big
and get upon our feet.

One day in a parent’s meeting

<

at Preranatai’s class, I was

introduced to Prabha Tai.

My cousin had accompanied me to the
meeting. During those days, looked quite
weak as per my age. When I told that I was
in the seventh class, no one believed me
initially. I was told about Rainbow Homes
and all the care and facilities that kids

get there. Initially I was scared but when
Prabha Tai asked me if I wanted to go then
I said, yes. My cousin also agreed to send
me. We were asked if we wanted to see the
home first. Along with us the Kalyanitai
and Priyankatai from Preranatai’s class also
went to see the place.

Finally, I came to Home on 13th June.
Girls welcomed me with a gift. I liked
everything here. We have all the facilities.
Now I participate in many activities at
Home. All my sisters love me very much.
Home mother cooks a nice meal. I am able
to get everything here which I neve got at
my own home. I want to become a nurse
in future. I have come from a background
where many people get sick, but they do
not get good treatment as it is very costly.
I want to help poor with good health
facilities. I hope I will be able to fulfill my
dream with inspiration from Rainbow
Home.
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V. Prashanth,
5th STD, Aman Vedika
Bible House, Hyderabad
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f great

learning
experience

felt this was a great opportunity that I got

too soon. I am just 15 years old and I can’t
believe that I have already attended TEDx
Hyderabad from Rainbow Homes. I heard of
TEDx talks at my home last year. My sisters
who attended last year spoke about it and
shared their thoughts. It was the best event I
had ever seen, full of highly talented people. I
liked all the speakers and went through their

T Pavani,
ARUN Rainbow Home,
Hyderabad
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€1 3T UM WR AN Tk S8 g1 Bl Th-gE | stories. Most amazing one was of Ms Gitanjali ~ Tfidisteft Sfeft =1 @ 9gd &0 T arett oft |
a ass s TR I | M F A g T | TR & AR EH JB. She learnt everything one after one and SR T % 1S T S A A el R
ﬁ & & & g g‘_‘\'@%ﬁg g;?wﬁj?a T@i ff:;ﬁqi@ got expertise in everything she did. She is mﬁaﬁ%ﬁigé 5‘;@3‘;“;‘?&“
S R e a multilingual learner who adopted many .
Our village is beautiful. Everyone il Wq;f{ Eﬁmjgg _‘;‘f e 8 o e § activities which jiiEte quite opposite to one m;ﬁ ﬁgﬂﬁm TE :1;2 @; é; i
is caring, friendly and SEAS other. Just as, she is a black belt in karate- a S o F e e s T T

respectful. People wake up early and
go to the fields for work. They return
in the evening when the birds got
o their nests. In the evening young

world champion and she is also a magical
toe dancer. I wished I could be
like her. It was an event with
lot of learning, knowledge

off €1 00 off 79 e @ ot fop 8 St S A
TS | 39 HAHH H 301 (9 @A 6l
e | g8 9 o R G A
oft T 3TN i ST

and old gather at one place and chat and exPerie'nce. I also , W?‘T S FHA Fhal
for a while. Our village is beautiful Suman loved listening to ‘A-"/ STl
with lots of trees. After school, all 1H70883In, Rach'el Thomas, e
of us children go around the village yeanss who is often I

. Ummeed =
on bicycles. In the summer we go to TR O
pluck dates and swim in the pond. skydiving

wonder

There is a Durga temple just beside
the school. All around the village are
several big ponds, radiant with the
beautiful lotus flowers.

woman.
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Newsletter of Rainbow Homes (for private circulation only)

Rainbow Homes Program - ARUN
works with Rainbow Homes (for
girls) and Sneh Ghar (for boys) to
| empower children formerly on the

streets to reclaim their childhood
by providing Comprehensive Care,
Food, Shelter, Health and
Education.

The Anna Dhara campaign is an attempt to reach out fo
supporters like you from the civil society to make a difference in
the lives of children living in Rainbow Homes and Sneh Ghar
located in 45 Govt & Private Schools in 8 states.

€D providing minimum of a day's meal for 100 children

€D share life nourishing values with children

; Bank Details: :
Bank A/C Name: ASSOCIATION FOR

RURAL AND URBAN NEEDY ( ARUN )
BANK : Yes Bank Ltd
A/C No: 042494 600000102

Rainbow Homes EMBRACE. EDUCATE. ENABLE.

Anuradha Konkepudi, Executive Director Email: reach@rainbowhome.in
Rainbow Homes Programe ARUN, 1-1-711/c/1, 1st floor,
Opp. vishnu Residency, Gandhinagar, Hyderabad - 80 Office No: 040-65144656
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5% Good things
% & need fo be
brought forward

We three are in three different Homes
of Delhi. But we are writing this
together to bring out our thoughts jointly
in front of everyone. We have good things
as well as bad things in our society and
accordingly it affects others as well. Such
as, at many places small kids are being
forced to beg and this is very bad. There
are also some places, apartments and
housing societies where people from only
one religion are allowed to live and others
are not welcomed. We feel good when
people from all religions live together

and there is no discrimination. There

is another issue of labourers working at
construction sites. There are many women
among them who keep their small kids
along with them all the day long. These
kids are not able to go to school or study.
Staying whole day at construction sites
also affects their health.

Gurucharan likes to help others. He
says, ‘Whenever I go out with friends and
find a kid begging on street, we will give
him or her, whatever food items we have.
At the Home as well, we distribute old
clothes and blankets to the homeless. At
the school, I share my stationery with the
poor students. Sohail likes to care about
environment and he participates in
plantation exercises
outside his Home.
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perspective, that how we see the things.
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We try to look for good things and take
them forward.
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New work, new place
and a new opportunity

Iwas told by everyone that I was sincere
and hard-working, but I myself never
thought so much about it. I always just
like to do the task at my hand with all my
efforts. Therefore, I was very happy to be
the only student selected for Soul tree,
which is an internationally acclaimed
Ayurvedic brand. But when I was told that
my posting will be at Bhiwadi in Rajasthan,
I was a little afraid realizing that I will
have to live away from my family and
friends. Although, I like traveling
and my previous job also involved
extensive travel but living in a new
city among unknown people is an
altogether different experience. I
am trying to cope up, and I have
been introduced to Haroon Bhaiya.
He is very friendly and takes care
of all my needs. He even invites
me to his godown to chat with
his employees, have food and
sleep, as I live alone in my
room. Sometimes I feel very
lonely, but perhaps this is a
great opportunity for me
to prepare for exams
and hone my skills.
I will try to make
the best of this
opportunity.
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Prayer AT

Thank you for this beautiful life as part of creation!

WE believe, we wish, to live in friendship and mutual
respect with head held high, in courage and self confidence.

We believe, we wish that all human beings, whether men
or women, live in equality, and in happiness, whatever their colour, caste,
class, religion, region, language or abilities.

We believe that, we wish to strongly oppose divisive forces and ideologies
that spread hatred and divide us and support democratic and non-violent
actions for justice, humanity, truth and peace, taking injustice done to others
as inflicted on us.

WE believe in, we wish to contribute our mite towards, the building of
more humane and free world, in good health and joyful learning and
spreading knowledge.

God!

We believe in, and wish to join our tiny hands
with the multitude of the people in this 4 /
ages-old divine journey of love. ‘ WA
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NEWSLETTER OF RAINBOW HOMES

Rainbow Homes Program

Hyderabad
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